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Draft Budget & Council Plan Consultation 
Northamptonshire County Council 
One Angel Square 
Northampton NN1 1ED 
 
By email: consult@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
 
Dear Councillors 
 
Northamptonshire County Council Budget Consultation Phase 1, November 2017 
 
Potterspury Parish Council is very concerned by these budget proposals. Because of 
the likely impact on our community, we held an extraordinary meeting of our council 
where we invited the public to make contributions to the debate ahead of the Council 
coming to conclusions. Members of the public also made written submissions to the 
Parish Council. 
  
The Council wish to make it clear that they are restricting their comments to the budget 
proposals and how they will impact on our community. We do not wish to enter into 
debates concerning budget management, the funding of local authorities and delivery 
options. 
 

I. Removal of bus subsidies across the county 

This will clearly have the most impact on the community of Potterspury. Unlike many 
villages in the county, the residents of Potterspury look south towards Stony Stratford, 
Buckinghamshire for most of their local services and they have done for decades, even 
before the growth of Milton Keynes.  
 
The number 90 bus route provides a vital link to Stony Stratford, so its removal will have 
a major impact on those who do not have access to a car or are unable to drive. Many of 
our residents rely totally on public transport for shopping, medical appointments and 
leisure. Stony Stratford is a very important destination because it supplies most of the 
primary health care for our residents. Our 2014 Parish Plan identified that 80% of our 
residents use GP services and other medical facilities in the town.  
 
Many of our older residents will be particularly hard hit by the removal of the 90 bus 
route, which currently enables them (albeit with some difficulty) to access important local 
services. The days of many residents are dominated by the bus timetable. As one letter 
to our Council stated, “because we cannot drive our whole lives revolve around the 
buses”. Without an adequate bus service, they will become socially isolated.  
 
The current large-scale expansion of Towcester will naturally increase the already over-
burdened road system around our village as more commuters travel by private car into 
Milton Keynes. We welcome the improvements that are planned for the Old Stratford 
roundabout, but these improvements will only ameliorate the existing congestion, and 
traffic to and from Milton Keynes is likely to increase significantly. The public transport 
infrastructure between Towcester and Milton Keynes should be improved to reduce 
traffic congestion. These budget proposals run counter to this, as they will force an 
increase in the use of private cars. We need to encourage residents to take to public 
transport, not discourage them. We believe there should be an increase in  
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investment in public transport infrastructure between Towcester and Milton Keynes, not 
a decrease.   
 

II. Redesign of library services which may include library closures 

Our residents find it very difficult to access County libraries because the nearest library, 
in Deanshanger, is currently only accessible via a bus journey. Perhaps the most 
convenient public library is in Stony Stratford, but its accessibility via public transport is 
under threat. Many of our older villagers use the Northamptonshire mobile library, which 
they value highly. A reduction in that service would result in more social isolation for 
these elderly residents.    
 
III. Reductions in Trading Standards 

We are disturbed by the radical cuts proposed for this service. It seems that a bare 
minimum of cases will be investigated and that we will have a service in name only. 
Recent high-profile cases have highlighted the value of the trading standards service, 
particularly to young people and the vulnerable. We deplore the inadequate level of 
service proposed. 
 
IV. Reduction in Highways maintenance and winter maintenance 

Potterspury lies between two major roads: the A5, maintained by Highways England, 
and the A508, maintained by Northamptonshire Highways. The village lies on a bus 
route with some steep hills that are currently gritted. Reductions to gritting will impact on 
the ability to keep these routes open.  
 
The village currently has a number of grit bins located strategically by steep hills and 
road junctions. Parish councillors and residents ensure that grit stored in the bins is 
properly distributed and the bins kept supplied. They are important for safety. The ability 
to keep buses moving, particularly those operating in the morning during the school run, 
will be compromised if grit bins are not properly maintained.   
 
In summary, our Council deplores the reductions proposed by the County Council, 
particularly as they will restrict the ability of residents to access much-needed services. 
The residents of Potterspury use many out-of-county amenities (such as primary health 
care services in Stony Stratford). We urge the County Council to take account of the 
impact of the cuts on villages such as ours which are serviced primarily by out-of-county 
facilities.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Jane Spence (Mrs) 
Parish Clerk 
 
cc Cllr Allen Walker 
     Cllr Sylvia Hughes 
     Cllr Andre´ Gonzalez de Savage 
     Cllr Ian Morris 
     Cllr Elizabeth Bowen 
     Rt Hon Andrea Leadsom, MP 
     Mr D Moody, NCALC 
 
 

  


