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POTTERSPURY PARISH PLAN 2022 
MOVING FORWARD AS A COMMUNITY 

 

 
 
 

Introduction 
 
In March 2021 the Parish Council sent out a questionnaire to every household in the village. It 
was also available online. There were 336 survey responses, which is roughly half the 
households in the village – most surveys were completed online.  
 
The purpose of the survey was to understand residents’ views concerning development, the 
environment, housing, local transport and village facilities. 
 
The survey was conducted when the country was still in lockdown during the Covid pandemic, 
so some answers are likely to reflect this. 
 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to respond to the survey.  
 
The Parish Council will use this information to update the 2014 parish plan, which will inform 
our dealings with the authorities at West Northamptonshire Council over the next few years. 
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Headlines 
Residents clearly value the rural nature of the village, the strong sense of community, the 
excellent village shop and well-respected primary school. This word cloud reflects what 
residents value about our village. There is a strong sense of community. 
 

 
 
 

What can the Parish Council draw from the responses? 
 
Development 

• Large-scale development is not welcomed locally. The prospect of developments of more 
than 50 dwellings on the edge of the village is profoundly unpopular.  

• Any housing development within the parish should be in the form of small developments 
under 10 houses in number. 

• An overwhelming majority believe that new housing should reflect the street scene and 
character of the village. 

• Open spaces should be protected. 
 
Traffic  

• The increase in traffic locally is seen as a problem. The majority support a decrease in the 
speed limit on roads through the village, from 50 mph to 40 mph on the A5 and to 20 
mph on the village roads. 

• There is broad support for the installation of electric charging points for electric vehicles. 

• Public transport is sporadic and poorly supported. Would a regular bus service 
encourage more people to use public transport for trips to Milton Keynes, Northampton 
and Towcester? 

 
Environment 

• Dog poo remains a concern for many residents.  

• Litter also irritates people and there are suggestions for the installation of more bins as 
well as the organisation of parish litter picks.  

• There are several pleas to let the verges and open spaces grow wild to improve habitat 
for wildlife and insects. 

 
Energy 
Renewable sources of energy enjoy varied support, with about 60% in favour of solar farm 
energy and 70% favouring household solar panels.  
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Detailed Results 
 
POPULATION 

 
 
Looking at our population overall and comparing it with 2014, it appears we have more under 
15-year-olds, fewer 25–44-year-olds and more 45–64-year-olds. There are some small age shifts 
in our population, with more children and ageing adults. Perhaps this is evidence of a stable 
population.  
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Places of work 
We asked, ‘where do you usually work?’ and it is clear that Milton Keynes remains the dominant 
place for work for the residents of Potterspury, while the influence of Northampton remains 
relatively low.  
 
A majority of respondents in 2021 worked from home or were retired, indicating perhaps the 
nature of the survey, but also indicating the strong need for village or local services to meet 
their needs. 
 

 
HOUSING 
The housing stock in Potterspury remains predominately three-bedroom with only a small 
increase in larger properties since 2014. The has been a relatively small change in housing stock 
since 2014.  
 
Around 22% of respondents anticipate their housing needs changing within five years. They are 
looking mostly towards the private sector for both starter homes and in retirement. 
 
Residents wishing to move are most likely to be to looking for a bigger property, but a small 
number are looking for a better environment.  
 
Several mentioned the need for affordable housing for their teenage/young adult children in the 
next few years.  
 
Older respondents remarked that given the lack of public transport, they would move to a small 
town in the next five to ten years in the event that they could no longer drive. 
 
‘If the environment in and around the village changes to become more inhabited and 
infrastructure not improved to cope, then this is likely to make us think of leaving.’ 
 
People value this village – the final comment is a wistful one:  
‘Can you move Potterspury to the seaside?” 

 
Development 
There is strong opposition to large scale development in and around Potterspury. 
The majority (60 %) are opposed to development as expansion on the edge of the village. 70% 
favour housing developments of fewer than ten properties, with 70% opposing the idea of 
developments of more than 50 properties. 
 
There is consensus on the design features and open spaces that are required in any new 
development, notably that buildings should respect the existing street scene and character of 
the village, and that open spaces in the village should be protected. 
 
‘Size of new development must be commensurate with existing size of village and its facilities.’ 
 
‘Development needs to be small, in keeping with village facilities and infrastructure.’ 
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‘With the continuing expansion of Milton Keynes and Towcester, Potterspury must protect its 
rural nature by preserving geographical separation from both centres.’ 
 
Energy 
Gas is the predominant form of energy used to heat the village’s homes. 
 
13% already have solar panels and a further 36% would consider them in the future. 
 
Smart meters are installed in 45% of dwellings and a further 36% will consider them in the 
future. 
 

We asked whether renewable energy initiatives would be supported locally. 
The provision of household solar panels was the most popular, with 51% in favour; more than 
40% supported energy provided by a solar farm, while 45% were against wind turbines (with 
25% in favour). 
 
(Note that the survey was undertaken BEFORE the consultation on the solar farm on the Yardley 
Road.) 

 
 
TRANSPORT 
Potterspury is a village of car users and walkers. 
 
Over 97% of respondents own at least one vehicle and 75% of respondents use the public 
footpaths and bridleways in the parish at least once per week. 
 
Vehicles 
Of the survey results returned, there are a total of 461 vehicles owned. 
 
The majority of people have access to two vehicles powered by petrol/diesel engines and only a 
small percentage have access to electric or hybrid-powered vehicles.  
 
However, over 40% of petrol/diesel car owners are considering purchasing electric or plug-in 
hybrid vehicles in the next five years. 
 
Almost 80% of people would support the provision of public access vehicle charging points in 
the village.  
 
Over half of respondents suggest that these could be located in the Meadow View car park and 
a quarter suggesting kerbside facilities. 
 
Of the responses received, 85% state that their household has adequate parking provision, with 
less than 20% (92) of owned vehicles parking on the street.  
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Speed limits 
With an increase in housing in Towcester, traffic on the A5 has also intensified. 75% of people 
would support both a reduction in the speed limit on the A5 through the village from 50 mph to 
40 mph and a reduction of the speed limit on village roads from 30 mph to 20 mph. 
 
82 residents indicate they would be prepared to be part of a community speed watch scheme. 
 
Buses 
Even before the Covid pandemic, the local bus service was poorly used. Operating conditions 
continue to be extremely challenging for the local Britannia Bus Company. That said, public 
transport is a lifeline for those who do not drive, younger and older residents. 
 
According to our survey, fewer than 10% of people use the bus services on a monthly basis; 75% 
of respondents never use it. 
   
Footpaths 
It appears that most of the population are happy with the number of footpaths and provision 
for pedestrians in the village. However, 30% of people feel pedestrian access could be 
improved. People feel that the condition of the pavements is need of improvement and the 
parking of cars on pavements is an issue. 
 
Cycling 
Over 40% of people cycle, with almost 70% of cyclists feeling that there is a need for better 
provision for cyclists in the village. Cyclists indicate that they would like to have a cycle route 
linking to Stony Stratford and to a lesser extend Towcester. 
 

 
 
EDUCATION  
Of the 41 responses from people with primary school-aged children, 37, or 90% send their 
children to John Hellins Primary School. 
 
Secondary school transport 
Elizabeth Woodville School is the ‘feeder’ school for Potterspury and as such, village children 
benefit from a school bus service. Travel to other secondary schools is via public bus services or, 
more often, private car. 
 
Elizabeth Woodville South in Deanshanger educates the majority of the village’s secondary 
school pupils and most of them use the school bus service. 
Twelve pupils travel to Sponne School, 75% of them by car. 
Nine attend the Royal Latin, 66% travelling by car. 
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COMMUNITY AND LEISURE 
This word cloud picks up the most commonly used words in our question ‘what do you most 
value about living in the village?’ 
 

 
 
 

Village facilities 
Residents value our village facilities, with more than 95% rating Cottage Stores and the Post 
Office as Very Important. 
 
Since the Covid pandemic more than 70% of us use Cottage Stores more frequently. 
 
The village pubs and cafes – The Cock, The Old Talbot and Potterspury House – along with the 
Village Hall, are rated as Very Important by 70%. About 10% did not value the Village Hall. 
 
About a third of the village rate the Sports and Social Club as Very Important, with 20% rating it 
as unimportant. 
 
The MUGA and Skatepark, which were installed as a result of feedback from our last survey, are 
seen as valuable assets by about 70% of the village. 
 

Environment and appearance of the village 
In 2014, one of the main concerns about the appearance of the parish related to dog poo. Seven 
years on, this has not changed. This word cloud reflects the most common words used by survey 
respondents when asked how the appearance of the village could be improved. 
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Since the survey was completed, the Parish Council has installed three more dog waste bins 
around the village. 
 
There were many comments about litter, requests for community litter picks and the 
installation of more bins. 
 
Several respondents asked that verges should be left to grow wild where possible to form better 
habitat for wildlife and insects. 
 

Playground facilities 
Since 2014, the play facilities in Meadow View and Blackwell End have been upgraded with new 
equipment installed for children aged 1-12. The majority of residents think these are adequate, 
with more than 80% rating them as adequate or good.  
 
The skatepark and MUGA were installed as a direct result of feedback in 2014, which asked for 
better facilities for older children. More than 60% regard facilities for older children as adequate 
or good. 
 

Volunteering 
During the Covid crisis more than 80 people – about 12% of the adults on the village – 
volunteered to help the Potterspury Community Volunteers.  
 
A third of survey respondents were interested in being part of a more permanent scheme, while 
50% were not. 
 

The impact of lockdown and Covid 
54% felt that they know their neighbours better as a result of life during the Covid crisis, while 
46% did not feel it had many any difference. 
 
We asked whether Covid had changed the community of Potterspury. We received some really 
thoughtful responses which reflected a wide range of views. There a was a strong feeling that 
Potterspury already had a good community spirit that rose to the challenges of the Covid crisis. 
Overwhelmingly, the responses reflected residents’ pride in the village and commitment to their 
neighbours. 
 
‘Some people within the village have gone the extra mile to make lockdown more bearable.’ 
 
Lots of us missed the various village clubs and hated the closure of the pubs. Many people said 
they were they were proud to be part of the community response group and mentioned the 
value of the shop and the village Facebook group, as well as the visits by the Easter Bunny and 
the various exchanges of goods/books, etc. during lockdown.  
 
Others (a minority) were angry about what they saw as people disregarding the lockdown 
restrictions. A couple of people felt that the village had become more unfriendly. 
(‘Senior generation are more grumpy and think they can tell others what to do.’) 
 
Is there are a generational divide? 
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SAFETY 
Most residents feel safe in the village. Only a small number – 15% – belong to the 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. 
 
Most people had no experience of policing, but of the 113 respondents who did, 60% felt 
unsatisfied by the experience. 
 
22 responses mentioned a lack of police presence in the village and a further seven suggested 
the installation of CCTV at points around the village. 
 

 
HEALTHCARE 
The majority of village residents use Stony Stratford Medical Centre for their GP service.  As in 
2014, residents report that it is not always easy to access GP services: 25% say it is difficult to 
get an appointment, with transport being the greatest challenge for those registered in 
Towcester, and actually booking an appointment being the greatest challenge for those 
registered with Stony. About 60% felt that opening times could be improved. 
 
 

  
 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 
The most popular methods of finding out what’s happening in the village are via the Old Mail or 
social media, with the village notice boards and word of mouth also much-used sources. 
 
Less than 5% have no internet access, with the majority using fixed broadband services, 
although 165 people also use mobile broadband. 
 
In general, people find their broadband service acceptable/good with only 12% stating that the 
service is poor. 
 
Of the major mobile service providers, the majority of respondents find the service 
acceptable/good. 
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EMPLOYMENT & BUSINESS 
The highest proportion of the working population in the village work in Milton Keynes (22%), 
followed by those working from home (18%). Further to the pandemic, 45% of residents feel 
their working from home habits will now change, with 71 working from home full time and 34 
part time. 
 
The other places of work mentioned were varied or not specified. This probably reflects the 
central location of the village within the county and the good transport links via road and rail. 
 
Of the village population who are employed, there are more part-time than full-time workers 
and 26% who are retired. 
 
There are 28 residents who run a business in the village and most of them employ between one 
and five people. 
 

Business infrastructure 
For those residents who work from home, the majority would like to see both broadband and 
mobile phone services improved.  
 
44 residents would like vehicle charging points in the village, which appears to reflect the 
growing interest in supporting renewable energy. 
 
Support for local businesses 
The businesses most used by residents in the village are Cottage Stores and the Post Office, 
followed by Cherry Lane Garden Centre. As noted above, they are highly valued by residents. 
The Cock, Old Talbot, Potterspury House/Cloud 9 Spa, Art Tea Rooms and Super Sausage have a 
lower than expected reported usage, but this could be due to the pandemic and the businesses 
having been closed for a long time during the national lockdown. 
 
With the pubs, restaurants, Churchill Motors and business on the Wakefield Estate, along with 
John Hellins Primary School and Potterspury Pre-school, the village has a number of businesses 
that provide employment. 
 
 
 
 


